
 

Reading Guidelines 

Intent 
 
At Belswains Primary School, we believe reading is at the core of many curriculum areas. We want to 
enable our children to read in order to unlock their learning and encourage a lifelong love of reading.  
We encourage children to read a wide range of both fiction, non-fiction and poetry to develop 
knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live. By the end of their time at Belswains 
Primary School, we aim for all children, regardless of their background to be confident fluent readers 
in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education. 
 
Implementation 
 
At Belswains Primary School, we are following Take One Book which works alongside the National 
Curriculum. The teaching of reading is progressive throughout the school and reading is at the core 
of our curriculum. Take One Book provides sequences that are created following a flexible 
framework designed to prepare children for reading, securing their literal understanding, and 
moving on to deeper levels of understanding and response. TAFS (teacher assessment frameworks) 
support teachers in assessing the level at which the children are working. Through daily whole class 
reading sessions, children are provided with a variety of ways to acquire and consolidate their 
reading skills. 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 
Class Teachers Will: 
Deliver high-quality reading instruction. 
Model positive reading behaviours. 
Monitor reading progress. 
Promote reading for pleasure. 
Communicate reading expectations to families. 
 
Teaching Assistants Will: 
Support reading development through targeted intervention and classroom support. 
Follow agreed reading approaches and strategies. 
Provide feedback to teachers regarding pupil progress. 
 
English Leader Will: 
Monitor the quality of reading provision. 
Analyse reading outcomes. 
Provide staff training and support. 
Lead developments that strengthen the school's reading culture. 
 



Inclusion and Support 
 
All children are entitled to access high-quality reading instruction. Teaching is adapted to meet the 
needs of pupils with SEND and those learning English as an additional language. Struggling readers 
are identified quickly and receive targeted support. Interventions focus on closing gaps whilst 
maintaining access to the wider curriculum. Reading progress is regularly reviewed for vulnerable 
groups. 
 
Phonics/Early Reading: 
 
The systematic teaching of Phonics through Read Write Inc. is a high priority throughout Early Years 
and Key Stage One. Phonics is taught daily to all Early Years and Year One pupils. Where there is a 
need, phonics is continued in subsequent years. Children in Reception and Year 1 are assessed half 
termly to assess the phases of phonics they are working within, using our Phonics tracker. This is 
used to enable the identification of gaps and address these to best meet the children’s needs. In 
Year 1, there is the statutory phonics screening check in June. Any children who do not pass this test 
will be given extra support and retake the test in Year 2. The phonics screening is designed to give 
teachers and parents’ information about children’s progress in phonics and help identify pupils who 
need extra support. 
 
Reading Schemes: 
 
At Belswains Primary School, we use Read Write Inc books that directly match the order in which the 
sounds are taught. For those children who have completed the Read Write Inc phonics scheme, we 
supplement these with a collection of carefully selected books from other schemes to provide a wide 
variety of texts to match children's ability and interest levels. All books are organised in order to 
ensure progression and challenge for all children.  Each child’s book will be determined through 
teacher assessment based on fluency and comprehension ability to ensure children are reading for 
meaning. Children should be able to decode 95% of their book, be able to talk about it and answer a 
range of questions before being moved up a level.  
 
Reading Lessons: 
 
Class Reading sessions are planned and adapted by all teachers in order to meet the needs of their 
cohort of children. They aim to teach a range of skills and techniques which enable children to 
comprehend the meaning of what they read and develop their understanding of the vocabulary used 
by authors. A text should be chosen that is at an appropriate level for most children (ensuring that 
scaffolds, differentiation or extra support is put into place for those children who will find the text 
more difficult to access), with elements of challenge. Discrete sessions take place alongside English 
lessons. The teachers will use the Take one Book sequences in order to plan lessons. Teachers will 
then use a TAF appropriate to their year group, in order to assess each reading group, within their 
class, termly.  
 
Activities in guided reading might take a number of forms including, but not limited to: 
 

• Echo reading: adult reading short phrases/sentences aloud modelling expression which the 
children ‘echo’ back altogether.  

• Independent reading/peer reading: with adults moving to hear focus children. 

• Discussion based task: children discussing questions/predictions etc with adults floating 
round to hear ideas and challenge as appropriate. 



• Multiple questions: questions displayed on the board answered with hands up/white boards 
for quick assessment. 

• Comprehension sheets: SATs style, whole class verbally, pre-made resources, written 
questions completed independently/through peer discussion and then answers marked 
together in a following session to model finding the answers within the text. 

• Written activities: written predictions/summaries following discussions or visualising 
activities where children draw and label a certain part of the text using description from the 
text. 

• Sequencing events: this may involve drama to retell a story or SATs style ‘number the events 
correctly’ questions. 

• Close read: zoom in on a smaller section (highlight key words: NC list/topic words/focus 
words), add notes based on class needs (synonyms, meanings, author intent, inference, etc). 

• Prediction. 

• Prove it! Find/highlight quotes to prove and disprove. 

• Character summary/mind maps. 

• Vocab practise from earlier in the week. 

• Mood/emotion tracking. 

• Comparing opinions. 

• Visualising – take a description, can the children draw it accurately and label interpreting the 
language. 

• Character descriptions – match to story/name/compare. 

• Write in character (letter/diary summarising the extract). 

• True or false/always sometimes never. 

• Thought bubbles/perspective work. 
 
 
Assessment 
 
Teachers use ongoing formative assessment during reading lessons. In Key Stage 2, teachers use 
focused reading groups as an ongoing assessment tool. Evidence gathered through these sessions, 
alongside other classroom observations and outcomes, is used to inform judgements against the 
Teacher Assessment Frameworks (TAFs) and to plan targeted support and challenge. Phonics 
assessments are completed half termly. Reading data is used to identify strengths, gaps and next 
steps. Assessment information informs planning, intervention and pupil progress discussions. 
 
Individual Reading:  
 
Early Years and Year 1 staff listen to individual children read on a weekly basis where their home 
reading record is checked and staff ensure children are reading a correctly matched book to their 
ability. Children are encouraged to reread texts to develop both fluency and comprehension. In Year 
2, staff listen to individual children read on a three weekly basis where their home reading record is 
checked and staff ensure children are reading a correctly matched book to their ability. Priority 
readers are heard on a weekly basis. In Key Stage Two, reading records are monitored weekly and 
priority readers are heard within school.  
 
Reading at Home  
 
It is our expectation that children read at home out loud to an adult for 10 minutes, everyday, 
discussing what they have read to ensure understanding. Parents/carers are expected to sign their 
child’s reading record each time and make any relevant notes, which is then checked weekly by the 
Teaching Assistant or Class Teacher. In Upper Key Stage 2, as well as the time reading aloud with an 



adult, children are encouraged to read for longer and spend some time reading independently. Any 
child who has not read at home is supported within school. Rewards are given to those children who 
read regularly at home. 
 
Promoting reading for Pleasure 
 
Each class takes part in an ERIC (everybody read in class) sessions throughout the week. This session 
is adapted to suit the age group and needs of the class. The idea being that everybody in the class is 
asked to read a book for enjoyment. In the younger years, this could include the teacher reading a 
book for enjoyment to the rest of the class. The teacher is then encouraged to have some discussion 
around the books that the children are reading and recommend books to others in the class.   
Each week all classes have access to the library in order to borrow books in addition to their regular 
reading books. In the library, there is a “My teacher recommends” display where a teacher will 
recommend two of their favourite books (one aimed at EYFS/KS1 and one aimed at KS2). This will be 
changed every half term. All classrooms have inviting reading areas, with a range of texts available. 
The children can choose from subject-specific books and other age-appropriate reading for pleasure 
books. High level vocabulary will be encouraged throughout the school and each class will have a 
word of the week (with the meaning displayed) that is to be used by the children in their writing.  
 
To foster a love of reading and expose children to a wide range of stories, Key Stage 1 classes take 
part in our Secret Reader initiative. Throughout the year, a variety of volunteer readers, including 
school staff, parents, carers, and other members of the school community, visit classrooms to share 
a story of their choice with the children. 
 
The identity of the Secret Reader is kept unknown until they arrive, creating excitement and 
anticipation among pupils. This initiative helps to promote reading for pleasure, demonstrates that 
reading is valued by the wider community, and provides children with opportunities to hear stories 
read aloud by different people. Through these experiences, pupils develop positive attitudes 
towards reading and are encouraged to see reading as an enjoyable and rewarding activity both in 
and beyond school.  
 
The children will have a chance to take part in enrichment activities on themed days such a World 
Book Day and days where the whole day is themed around one book or topic. Author visits are 
encouraged throughout the year. The children are encouraged to take place in the Summer and 
Winter challenges that are organised by the local library and these are celebrated in school 
assemblies.  
 
12 Books 
 
To promote a love of reading and encourage pupils to explore a wide range of high-quality texts, the 
school follows the 12 Books Reading Challenge. Each year group has a carefully selected collection of 
12 recommended books that reflect a variety of authors, genres, themes and experiences. These 
books have been chosen to inspire a lifelong enjoyment of reading while broadening pupils' reading 
knowledge and vocabulary. 
Each classroom displays the 12 chosen titles for that year group, enabling pupils to track their 
progress and celebrate their achievements. Children are encouraged to read as many of the books as 
possible throughout the academic year, either independently, with their families or through shared 
reading opportunities. 
The initiative is regularly promoted by teachers through book talk, recommendations and reading-
for-pleasure activities. Pupils who successfully read all 12 books receive a special 12 Books Challenge 



Badge in recognition of their commitment to reading and their achievement. Through this initiative, 
we aim to develop enthusiastic, confident readers who read widely for both pleasure and purpose. 
 
Reading Across the Curriculum 
 
Reading opportunities are planned across all curriculum subjects. Teachers explicitly teach subject-
specific vocabulary. Children access a range of text types including reports, explanations, 
biographies, instructions and information texts. High-quality texts are used to enhance learning 
across the curriculum and reading is recognised as a tool for learning, not solely an English skill. 
 
Reading Non-Negotiables 
 
All classes will: 

✓ Read aloud to pupils every day. 

✓ Promote reading for pleasure. 

✓ Teach vocabulary explicitly. 

✓ Provide regular opportunities for book talk and discussion. 

✓ Ensure reading is visible and valued within the classroom. 

✓ Use high-quality texts across the curriculum. 

✓ Monitor reading progress and respond quickly to identified needs. 

✓ Maintain a classroom environment that encourages and celebrates reading. 

✓ Promote home reading and positive partnerships with parents. 

✓ Foster a culture where every child sees themselves as a reader. 

 

 

 

 

 


